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An Investigation about Task-based Middle School English Text Book

LUO Shao-gian, XU Xin
(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Task-based language teaching (TBLT) has been introduced into China for almost ten years. Chinese
educators and researchers have started their research on tasks and task-based materials. JEFCGFI (People s
Education Press & Cengage Learning Group, 2005) is recognized as an example of TBLT textbook series,
which has been used in about 70% junior middle schools. Despite the popularity of task research and
JEFCGF1, there still exist problems in implementing TBLT and lack of research on TBLT material use in
schools, especially in some rural regions. The current research examines the above problems among middle
school teachers and students in four urban and rural schools. Data of interviews and focus groups were
analysed by Nvivo 8 0. Results show that the problems are caused by many factors including resources,
curricula and textbook content, and socio-economic conditions, which greatly influence the implementation of
TBLT and TBLT textbook use. The authors hope that the findings and proposed suggestions are informative
to curriculum designers, textbook writers and teachers and are of the benefit of Chinese learners.

Key words: task-based language teaching; material use; educational resources; curriculum; qualitative
research; Nvivo 8 0
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